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.SUBJECT : ' RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCHES IN BERLlfN/FERG ONALITIBS AND 
* , < ACTIVITIES; 4 



IODQX CHURCHES IN BERLIN/FBRS< 



\H. . This Is the tenth; of* a series of^re ports dealing With 
the* project wherein source will attempt ^comprehensive 'survey 
of all dissident :Slav*‘ elements in Berlin^ The last report was 
Report No* 6^1 , Registry *No* 1349. , 

2. The head of all Orthodox Churches in Berlin is ; ALEXA NDER y caJ^ 
m shop of ^jEunhnls. He made a trip to Moscow at the invita t iou iuf Ap. 
the Soviet -Government recently and on his return to Berlin -mildly 

. jQrltic^ ofMihe. government towards the, Russian . 

^Orthodox "(Riurch!, According "tosource, many of ^thef aithfi^ 

’ Berlin ha ve interpreted his attitude as Pro-4>ovieli. ; He iini^iatel^^ 
left Berlin; fbr; Paris arid is reported to he in Brussels ' \-r~K] 

.to is expected in the .nea^ ^tnre^ c v K 

3* ^.J^^asipr . of the .Russian; Orthodox Chur on NacHods trass© j . 
Beflin/Wilmersdo is Sergius POLOSCgENSKIJ # : He 'a ccompanied ; r 
Bishop j : - ALEXANDER. to in ? gayb^ an 

entirely /dlffenent'^^ than did /his superior v / 

Disregardihg ;• pers on^«; safety^.; he openly vdW^driti^^the^hu^e . t 

poverty^f the inhabitants; ;bxi Moscd Rource; was able -to determihe 
tha t he^had- rece ived three invitations to appear before different : , 
Soviet coimandant's ' but had decided^ no^ ' to - hohor thein. * Jn source * s/ 
opinion;’ he is' ^bt /complete ly : rel iable because he places 
prerogatives'- bveh )his ideals . ' \:- •' V "■ V ' 

4* * The pastoroTthe Russia n Ort h od ox Churchon Ferbel liner-*-- 
plntz 1 Bpt>I 1n/wnmAr.qdorf 1 a Mi Che jl^ftADS'.TTICff . Source holds him 
as completely reliable ; ( i. e ;* tfnti-Sdv£et ) and- as a brave’ and .. 

honorable .person. - ■/- ", ■ '• - 

... ’ % At the present tii6ei5*4o'tb-;:bf v thesfe .churches 5 i . e -y the 

..ones on ,Nachodstf asse and oh Ferbellinerplat 2 are strongly loyal. c 
to the# e stern Powers bu t do not. take - any open political stand.: V 

The faithful of ; bo t h: chur che s pr a y/f or Pa triarch ALEXIS T who is 
recognized as the -head /of / the ’^Greek Orthodox Church 'throughput^ 
the worldV,* (NoterK Patriarch ALEXIS is -not raiversally recpgnizedy 
• ; .Sorhe orthodox churches. paih:ic\ilarly in America, regard him. asV a* 
'Soviet stodge. K The- Orthodox Church is .paying the penalty of; its 
Vclose tierup with Czarism, and its disorganization, is still such 
that it would take an expert^ on church politics and ,ll tiir gy to 
•/'give a rat iprial picture of the situation) . It is interesting to * 

.note that no prayers are offered for the Red Army o£. the -present 
"Soviet ^Government-. Members of various orthodoXvChurches in America 
. ;f requentl y send dona t ions to both chur ches * , f g ^irha waa abift th 
■ determine’ that priests from’ both of ’ thes e c hur e he s have ■ appealed ;J:;, 
tTT^the Sovi e t Military Administra ti on; for coal, ; and periodic; snip.-:. ■ ‘ v>; 
-merits, are "’received. ; T^o; or three ^timesi the Soviets have? sent a 
trucklo ad* df.ofood, for ■ d is trlbutioh ; amorig thei . church members 0 , ; 4 : . v - ' ■ 

0 6 0 Source givep* ah ^entirely, different picture ’of the, con-.- 

•. dltions existing in the Orthodox . Friedhofkirche. at Tegel in the 
French ' Sector /off Berlinw;:-- -The. pastor ; there , is one ADRIAN ;- a 
Ukrainian -refugeh .cHkrh ; ii&rik!. .1^41;*. He gets frequent 
visits from MVD officers, arid is said, to* be-. rewarded; for his 
collobora tion: with' ample supplies of schhApps ^ food;* end money ^ 

^ ' # ■■ *-'V: ;v -• 

- 1 • .. 




S E ORE T 



Report Ho. 6% (Cont'd). 






His associate, a priest called’ PLA^Ql^ Ishot in political sympathy 
with him aM nas asked r to he transferred to the church on Ferbelliner- 
platz. ’Source thinks ADRIAN is a venal opportunist. According to 
source, there is a strong tendency among the orthodox in Berlin to 
.regard thi3 church as under Soviet domination, ^ 

7. Source admits ; that it would be /difficult to establish - _ 

. any direct connections between the MVD and the Russian Orthpdox 

Churches in Berlin .X The 0 main difficulty, according to him, is the ^ 
mental attitude of the Russian colony In Berlin, which seems to 
n^vinto extremes with regal'd to the Soviets. It generally consists, 
of an' abject fet&r of the Soviets or a toadying servility to < 'them. 

J Source reccmmehds using as advisor oh church matters and informant,' ■ 
frpfrh IflMQBSSfU , a church choir directors He is a 
• formed Russian Officer in’ the Czar 1st. Army and pn old emigre in 
^/Berliih^^Spur ce: i e s certain tha tr he is comple tely trustworthy; and • - : 

\ • has^ no : GohtftQts with the Soviets : Sufficiently reliable/as alow _ 



: is < tfie ; church elderOof the ,;Fe rbail ihe r- 

•: plaWChihrch; ~ : He Vais former C zarlst:; of flee b and:/ai: bne:/t ime >: - 

a secretary to the ’Orgfrisation der Rus sischen Kilitser Ver baehde 
AnT^^^esting-'; individual who regularly attends the church on * 
Ferbeliinerplatz is one CSRhSSIKOW,^ "A Russian emigre', and formerly 
the church beggar, he now comes to~ church ele g aritly dr e s s ed . : He 
carries.; -large* suite of money : ; ih/M , and singles out indi- 

vidual Russians 1 , with favbrs - and gehero'sity . His . cur rent 'opulence 
is . credited, to hislbonriectifo the Sovie ts . ;yin : ^nbi ; aly 

source believe 3 the Soviets keep a trStchful eyiepn all the Orthodox 
CfturchesVin Berlin. •• /V ./■ ‘ 

vco immzi ; - • ' % W'- * :• ...v 

^VfTb/'bririgT-.the ' Russian Orthodox Churche?^in Befl in under some • 
control would obviously be, advantageous to^the Soviets from the 
tlcial -bud tjsropaganaa*:; sbaiia^iiitfe^ ; *'i’s however ho, proof 

V <E|i't>: : these . churches 'are" : targets • of any Soviet Intelligence^ a gency . 
§6urcei§Jvpos^bi^ land 

Vhhs-^ahr/illcgicGil .tendency -to assume that any ^Ru/slsn emigre 
works/ t^a f f ic s , cr black markets with any Soviet Russian is per 
se a Soviet agent, When told he could only make definite . statements . 
bn subject after he found, evidence proving or disproving that a 
certain, per soi\ is or is *not a Soviet' agent, hp candidly ' admitted 1 
it would take several \re hks iii running down ?b 11 the leads . In ordbr 
that: he should b.ot dissipate his energy over a too v/ide field* (and;; 
on short range ^ probably a profitless; venture ) he. was: ins^ true ted: >y 
. 1 6 limit his act ivi t ie s : on : the . Idissian Orthodox Churche s- to a brief 
and accurate survey. Source 8 s\reports bre ,gdpd : ,bhough as a starting 
point should' v any projected operation be contemplated by this : organ!- y :^V. 
za’tio'h- ;ii;%ha^iT(§ctl:bnv .X •' • *, 




s s c n £ t 




